HARDING
effective voice. As a result of these physical assets, and
of the political position that his editorship gained him,
he began to take part in local campaigns. At the close of
the century, he was sent to the State Senate, and at about
the same time he met Harry Daugherty, the man who was
to make him President and then to ruin him. In 1902,
Harding was elected Lieutenant-Governor of Ohio. In
1910, he was the Republican candidate for Governor, but
was defeated. In 1914, with the help of Daugherty and his
political "gang," he was elected to the United States
Senate.
In the Senate, Harding was "regular" and safe. He never
said or did anything that attracted attention, but he was a
friend of Big Business and a partisan anti-Wilson man.
Also, he was a good friend of the Anti-Saloon League,
supporting the Eighteenth Amendment (which was passed
on the wave of moral uplift that accompanied the war) and
the Volstead Act, and making useful suggestions for over-
coming opposition to these measures. Aside from his
official record, Harding was soon known to bean enthusiastic
drinker and gambler, and a man of genuine good nature,
who made friends quickly among the unexacting. What
was not so well known was that in 1917 a woman named
Nan Britton became his mistress, and that in 1919 Hard-
ing and Nan Britton had a daughter. This, however, is
probably the reason why he was elected President a year
later.
It was in 1919 that Harry Daugherty, political organizer,
spoilsman, and head of the "Ohio Gang," began to push
Harding for the Presidency. He had no popular support
in the primaries, not even winning the entire delegation
from his own State. Yet Daugherty insolently predicted
that after a long deadlock in the Nominating Convention, at
two o'clock some morning, a little group of the real Repub-
lican leaders would meet in a smoke-filled hotel room and
would decide to make Harding the party's nominee. And
this is exactly what happened. In the early ballots at the
Convention, Harding was nowhere; but after a long struggle
there was an early morning meeting in the hotel room of
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